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carrying capacity, or “the 
undesirability of your 
company or any other air-
line increasing capacity.” 

The Justice Department 
asked each airline for its 
passenger-carrying capac-
ity both by region, and 
overall, since January 2010. 

Justice Department 
spokeswoman Emily 
Pierce confirmed that the 
department is looking into 
potential “unlawful co-
ordination” among some 
airlines. She declined to 
comment further or say 
which airlines are being 
investigated. 

On a day when the 
overall stock market was 
up, stocks of the major 
U.S. airlines ended the day 
down 1 to 3 percent on 
news of the investigation. 

American Airlines, Delta 
Air Lines, Southwest Air-
lines and United Airlines 
all said they received a 
letter and are complying. 
Several smaller carriers, 
including JetBlue Airways 
and Frontier Airlines, said 
they had not been contact-
ed by the government. 

The airlines publicly 
discussed capacity early 
last month in Miami at the 
International Air Transport 
Association’s annual meet-
ing. After hearing about 
that meeting, U.S. Sen. 
Richard Blumenthal, D-
Conn., requested a Justice 
Department investigation. 

The department had 
tried to block the most 
recent merger, the 2013 
joining of American Air-
lines and US Airways, but 
ultimately agreed to let it 
proceed after the airlines 
made minor concessions. 

Some Wall Street ana-

lysts argue that to remain 
financially strong, airlines 
should not expand capac-
ity faster than the U.S. 
economy. And from Janu-
ary 2010 to January 2014, 
they didn’t. 

In that 4-year period, ca-
pacity on domestic flights 
was virtually flat while the 
U.S. economy grew about 
2.2 percent per year. From 
January 2014 to January 
2015, however, the airlines 
expanded by 5.5 percent, 
topping the economy’s 2.4 
percent growth for 2014. 

Thanks to a series of 
mergers starting in 2008, 
America, Delta, Southwest 
and United now control 
more than 80 percent of 
the seats in the domestic 
travel market. They’ve 
eliminated unprofitable 
flights, filled more seats 
on planes and made a 
very public effort to slow 
growth to command 
higher airfares. 

It worked. The aver-
age domestic airfare rose 
an inflation-adjusted 13 
percent from 2009 to 2014, 

according to the Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics. 
And that doesn’t include 
the billions of dollars 
airlines collect from new 
fees. During the past 12 
months, the airlines took in 
$3.6 billion in bag fees and 
$3 billion in reservation-
change fees. 

That has led to record 
profits. In the past two 
years, U.S. airlines earned 
a combined $19.7 billion. 

This year could bring 
even higher profits thanks 
to a massive drop in the 
price of jet fuel, airlines’ 
single highest expense. 
In April, U.S. airlines paid 
$1.94 a gallon, down 34 per-
cent from the year before. 

That worries Wall Street 
analysts and investors. 
Cheap fuel has led airlines 
to make money-losing deci-
sions in the past, rapidly 
expanding, launching new 
routes and setting unreal-
istically low fares to lure 
passengers. Airlines already 
flying those routes would 
match the fare, and all car-
riers would lose money. 
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Southwest Airlines is one of several major U.S. carriers 
contacted regarding a civil antitrust investigation by the 
Justice Department.

the big plan to redesign 
I-25 through Pueblo, 
widening the freeway, 
fixing bridges and giving 
the highway a complete 
overhaul. There were 
many public meetings 
and design changes along 
the way.

“The environmental 
assessment alone took 
more than 10 years,” said 
John Cater, the Federal 
Highway Administration 
director for Colorado.

The planning process 
often took place against 
a backdrop of uncertain 
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most tangible demonstra-
tions of his long-standing 
pledge to engage directly 
with U.S. adversaries. 
Heralding the embassy 
agreement, Obama 
declared: “This is what 
change looks like.” 

Cuban television broad-
cast Obama’s statement 
live, underscoring the 
new spirit. In a letter to 
Obama, Cuban President 
Raul Castro praised the 
embassy announcement 
as a way to “develop 
respectful relations and 
cooperation between 
our peoples and govern-
ments.” 

Despite the historic 
step, U.S. and Cuba are 
still grappling with deep 
divisions and mistrust. 

The U.S. is particularly 
concerned about Cuba’s 
reputed human rights vio-
lations. Cuba is demand-
ing an end to the U.S. 
economic embargo, the 
return of the U.S. military 
base at Guantanamo Bay 
and a halt to U.S. radio 
and TV broadcasts aimed 
at the island. 

Obama wants Congress 
to lift the embargo, but 
staunch Republican oppo-
sition makes that unlikely 
in the near future. Repub-
licans, as well as a handful 
of Democrats, say Obama 
is prematurely rewarding 
an oppressive government 
that jails dissidents and 
silences political oppo-
nents. 

“The Obama admin-
istration is handing the 
Castros a lifetime dream 
of legitimacy without get-
ting a thing for the Cuban 
people being oppressed 
by this brutal communist 
dictatorship,” said House 
Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio. 

Republican presidential 
contenders had their say, 
too. Sen. Marco Rubio, 
son of a Cuban immi-
grant, said Obama was 
making concessions to an 
“odious regime;” former 
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush said 
the plan was “legitimizing 
the brutal Castro regime,” 
and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz 
said it was a “slap in the 
face of a close ally” to put 
an embassy in Havana 
before Jerusalem.

federal highway budgets 
so local residents fre-
quently told CDOT offi-
cials they were skeptical 
they’d see the highway 
rebuilt in their lifetimes.

Pueblo County Com-
missioner Liane “Buffie” 
McFadyen put the total 
cost of all the planned 
highway changes in 
Pueblo at $88 million. 

She called the Pueblo 
section of I-25 the oldest 
in the state.

Underlining the impor-
tance of I-25 to the local 
economy, McFadyen not-
ed that even Pueblo West 
officials made Pueblo 
freeway improvements 
their top highway recom-
mendation to CDOT.
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